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I have recently become enamored with Diigo, a social bookmarking website much like Delicious. Diigo 
however not only allows me to save bookmarks and retrieve them from any computer and share them 
with friends, but also enables highlighting, annotating and adding comments to webpages. 

I became intrigued by the idea that this tool could be for much more than bookmarking when I read Will 
Richardson's post, "New Reading, New Writing," where he reflects the collaborative and social nature 
of Diigo and the impact it can have on how we read the web. Richardson makes the following striking 
observation: "The idea that I can not just annotate a paragraph or a sentence or one idea on a webpage 
but that I can engage with others in sharing our thinking about that particular sentence or idea is at once 
powerful and daunting."  

I explored the application in greater depth and began to appreciate how it could be used as a way to 
connect with others to have relevant, personal and professional conversations. It has since become my 
primary social bookmarking tool. 

 
 

Diigo enables to share not only bookmarks, but also annotations using highlighting and stickies. 
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To determine how effective Diigo would be to use with a group of teachers or even within the classroom 
I asked my team of school-based lead technology teachers and teacher-librarians to test it during one of 
our face-to-face meetings. I divided the group into four and asked each to read two of four articles - 
annotating and commenting not only on the text but also on the comments that others had made. You 
can see one of our annotated web pages here - http://www.Diigo.com/05yiz. 

We discovered that the highlighting and annotating features are very simple to use. One can leave a 
comment on the whole page or highlight a section and comment specifically on it. Any reader who has 
installed Diigo on their toolbar can view the annotations and add their own comments starting or 
continuing a conversation with other like-minded individuals. 

Most of the teachers had installed the Diigo toolbar in their browser but were very pleased to discover 
the Diigolet - a "super bookmarklet" which can be saved in favourites and accessed when required. It is 
not as "feature-rich" as the Diigo toolbar but it makes Diigo accessible to those who do not have 
permissions to add items to their toolbar. 

I immediately made use of the group feature by creating groups for our lead technology teachers, 
teacher-librarians and the curriculum consultants. This is a central place where we will keep resources 
that pertain to our work and common interests. More importantly, this becomes a place where we can 
share our thoughts and ideas about those resources, and the implications they have for our professional 
growth and knowledge, regardless of distance or time apart. 
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