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A 'del.icio.us' Way to Use Bookmarks

hy would you want to
niaintiiin Web bookmarks
online instead of inside

your own browser?
According to the bookmark site

del.icio.us, one of the advantages of
Web-based bookmarking is that you
can access your saved links from
any Internet-connected computer.
But del.icio.us, which has signed up
more than 1.5 million users, is a "so-
cial hookmarking" site, so it also em-
phasizes the advantages of sharing
bookmarks: "your friends, cowork-
ers, and other people can view them
for reference, amusement, collabo-
ration, or anything else."

You also "can find other people on
del.icio.us who have interesting book-
marks and add their links to your
own collection. Everyone on del.icio.us
chooses to save their bookmarks for
a reason. You have access to the links
that everyone wants to remember.
You can see whether two people have
chosen to remember a link, or whe-
ther it was usefiil enough for a thou-
sand people to remember" And these
social aspects of the site "may help
you find things that are useful for
you, too."

"They use animated graphics to make investing
easier to understand. That's our stock,

the one jumping off the ledge."

Randy Glasbergen ©2007

The Folksonomic Approach
Joshua Schachter, described in

Tbchnology Review as "a wonky Wall
Street quantitative analyst," created
del.icio.us in 2003 as a hobby—a way
to index and share Weh pages with
friends. Schachter's early efforts he-
came so popular and grew so rapidly
that del.icio.us. Inc. became a com-
pany in 2005. By December of that
year, Yahoo! had acquired it.

Unlike a Web browser, del.icio.us
doesn't use bookmark folders. In-
stead, the site lets users assign tags,
which are nonhierarchical descrip-
tors that can be attached to book-
marks. "Unlike folders," according
to the site, "you make up tags when
you need them and you can use as
many as you like."

This tagging approach is an ex-
ample of a folksonomy, a user-gen-
erated classification system. "The
process of folksonomic tagging is
intended to make a body of informa-
tion increasingly easier to search,
discover, and navigate over time,"
according to the Wikipedia article
on the topic. "A well-developed folk-
sonomy is ideally accessible as a
shared vocabulary tbat is botb orig-
inated by, and familiar to, its pri-
mary users."

Folksonomic tagging and the
other social aspects of del.icio.us al-
low several innovative applications
for bookmarks to be used. Sugges-
tions from del.icio.us include the
following:

• Create a wish list: "Go to any
commerce site, find what you
like, save it to del.icio.us and
tag it as wishlist. Then you can
tell people to check out your
wishlist bookmarks by giving
them a link to http://del.icio.us/
usemame/wishlist."

• Plan a vacation: "Save
links to hotels, activities, and
transportation and use tags
like 'travel,' 'vacation,' and 'to-
visit.' Collaborate with friends

and family by using the
'for:usemame' tag."

• Create a linklog: "Save
bookmarks to interesting
websites and add a bit of
commentary to create a
lightweight linklog. Then,
use linkrolls or the daily hlog
posting feature to include
your del.icio.us bookmarks
on your blog or website."

• Develop an online cookbook:
"Whenever you find a great
recipe on a website, save it
to del.icio.us. Tag it with the
recipe's ingredients or style of
cooking, and then when you're
wondering what to make for
dinner, you can use your
saved bookmarks to help you
remember the perfect recipe."

• Podcast: "Want to hear some
great podcasts? Visit the
mp3+podcast tag combination
and start listening. Are you a
podcaster? Start posting your
mp3 files to del.icio.us and we
will create an RSS feed for you."

• Collaborate: "Friends, coworkers,
and other groups can use a
shared account, special tag,
or their del.icio.us networks to
collect and organize bookmarks
that are relevant—and useful
—to the entire group."

Other People's Bookmarks

You don't need to register with
del.icio.us (which you also can access
using www.delicious.com) to benefit
from bookmarks that other users
have posted to the site. The home
page includes a hotlist, wbich dis-
plays links that have been recently
bookmarked by several other users.

The page also i ncludes a tags to
watch section, which shows some
of the most frequently used tags,
del.icio.us also offers a popular page.
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which is similar to an expanded hothst.
A recent page hsts bookmarks saved by
users within the past few minutes.

You also can search the site. The
del.icio.us search engine looks through
users'bookmark description.s, notes, and
tags. There's a search hox on the top right
corner of most site pages. The search
engine supports Boolean queries, even
those that include the XOR operator. For
instance, searching "(bacon XOR ham)
cheese gets you bacon and cheese, or
ham and cheese, hut not hacon, ham and
cheese," according to the site.

If you want to search tags only, you
can use the tag: prefix (e.g., tag:bacon).

Create Your Own Bookmarks

You will need to register with del.icio.us
if you want to store your own bookmarks
on the site. During registration, you'll in-
stall a button on your Web browser that
makes saving links easy: When you visit
a site that you want to bookmark, you just
click the button and a screen will pop up
that lets you attach notes and tags.

A potential drawback of a folksonomy
is that there is no controlled vocabulary.

Someone may tag a cat Web site as "cats,"
while another may tag a similar site as
"felines." So if you're tag searching for
"cais," you'll find the site labeled as such,
but you won't find the "felines" site.

This tagging approach
is an exampie of

a folksonomy,
a user-generated

classification system.

del.icio.us offers users some
help for this problem by giving them the
opuon of contributing to a de facto con-
trolled vocabulary. When you bookmark
some sites, you'll be able to use popular
tags and/or recommended tags. As you
would expect, the most popular tags are
those that other people bave used. Rec-
ommended tags are a combination of pop-
ular tags and tags you've used before.
But you don't have to use any of these.
You always can tag a site any way you

want when you bookmark it. (del.icio.us
also helps users overcome the no-con-
trolled-vocabulary drawback by provid-
ing a list of related tags in searcb re-
sults.)

Tb display your saved bookmarks, sim-
ply click another button on your browser.
If you're using a friend's computer, you can
go to the del.icio.us bome page and click
"your bookmarks" to see your links. To
save bookmarks on a friend's computer,
you can click a "post" link. You can edit or
delete bookmarks whenever you like.

A Little Privacy, Please

del.icio.us also lets you upload your
existing bookmarks from your browser.
If you're anti-social, you'll be happy to
know that the hookmarks you upload are
private by default, and any new book-
marks that you store on the site can be
marked "do not share" so only you will be
able to access them.

But it's tbe social features that make
the site innovative. For instance, if you're
a registered user, you can take advantage
of the del.icio.us subscription feature.
When you add a tag to your subscriptions,

del.icio.us will deliver everyone's book-
marks that are saved with the same tag
to your subscriptions page. The site also
offers a network feature that lets you
track bookmarks saved by specific users.

A page of tbird-party tools (aka the Neat
unofficial tools page) offers several services
and applications that an online commu-
nity of del.icio.us users created to provide
even more options for u.sing bookmarks.
For instance, Populicio.us lists popular
links within the last day, week, or month.
Thumblicio.us shows you screen shots of
popular sites within tags that you choose.

And there are other uses for online book-
marks. Visit the del.icio.us help page for
clear, straightforward explanations oi other
ways to find, use, and share information.
Who would have thought that something
as simple as a bookmark list could become
a significant tool for navigating the vast
reaches of today's infosphere?

Thomas Pack is a writer who lives
near Louisville, Ky. His em.ail address is
thomaspack@aol.com. Send your com-
ments about this article to itletters@info
today.com.

Fans Flock to DIY Video Highlights
CyberSports
by DAVID KtNG

W atch out, ESPN. Keep an eye
on your backs, assorted Fox
Sports Nets. Stay on guard,

all tbose other cable sports channels that
think they can't be replaced.

Remember, it happened to us at tbe
Word Factories—made obsolete by that In-
ternet thing^and it can happen to you.

Just after tbe NBA's All-Star break, the
league's official site launcbed a project that
lets fans put togetber their own highlight
videos, complete with editing tools, logos,
and music. Don't laugb, you TV types. This
is the momentum of YouTXibe and MySpace
rolled into one. because the Internet gen-
eration has already decided the printed
word is basically good for notbing but lin-
ing the cat box.

NBA fans can go to http://MyVideo
.NBA.com and turn into digital editors
with a 2-minute regi.stration and a 30-
minute practice.

Highlights from recent games (and
there are more being added all the time)
are categorized as three-pointers, assi.sts,
blocks, buzzer-beaters, and (of course)
dunks. There's also a team-by-team in-
dex for stand-by-my-team types and one
collection of video simply called LeBron
James that is worth watching just to see
a viewer's jaw hit the table.

The software that does all this is friend-
ly (it politely asks for your patience while

it loads clips and compiles your videos),
and it is also user friendly, which means
that even old guys like your Field Corre-
spondent (if be actually cared about the
NBA) could compile his own highlights
show. Sadly, there are no clips from the
'70s, although we suspect that if we used
some of the special features (one that
turns video from full color to sepia-toned
and another that slows the players down
by about 50 percent), we could make
Manu Ginobili look like Paul GrifTin, if
we squinted.

One drawback is tbat sometimes there's
a line in the virtual editing room, with an
accompanying countdown that is like be-
ing on hold with your bank. ("Your aver-

age wait time is ... 40 ... minutes.") But
the fact that you can save, post, and share
your videos usually makes up for that.

Check it out at http^/My Video.NBA.com.

Old Stuff

Just the other day, we were wonder-
ing if we could find the logo for the long-
departed Ozark Mountain Ducks of the
long-departed Tfexas-Louisiana baseball
league. Or how about tbe Amiirillo Go-
rillas of tbe Central Hockey League or
the Schuylkill Syrens of the Women's
American Basketball Association?

Yes. we know. We have too much time
on our hands.

RDM*

Welcome to the NBA HiahUoht Mtxsr

But there is a place where you can see
graphic representations of teams and
leagues from 11 sports, plus colleges from
coast to coast. It's called LogoServer, and
obviously, it's been compiled by someone
with even more free time than your Field
Correspondent.

Baseball logos make up a big cbunk
of it, since there have been pro baseball
teams kicking around since the days of
Abner Doubleday (.and yes, we know he
didn't invent baseball). But there's also
artwork for professional lacrosse and
volleyball leagues, plus logos for hockey
leagues from one comer of Canada to an-
other, just in case you needtosee what the
Sarnia Steeplejack Bees once wore. And
the assortment of college logos is impres-
sive, even the variations on a theme (six
Tulane Green Wave logos almost seems
excessive until you toss in a random pel-
ican or two).

In any case, the tech-savvy out there
soon will befiguringouta way tousethe
college logos in NBA.com videos, per-
baps putting together a brief montage
with players and tbe logos of some col-
leges (or the colleges they promised to
attend, or attended for a semester, or
thought about attending).

Go old school at www.LogoServer.com.

David King is a sports writer at the
San Antonio Express-News, and the logo
of his alma mater, aka Enormous State
University, is at www.logoserver.coniI
US-NCAA-T.html. His email address is
dkingl@satx.rr.com. Send your comments
ahout this article to itletters®infbtoday.com.






